
   

   
   

 

 

February 2017 Elementary School Parent Newsletter 
 

American Academy Casablanca 
 
American Academy Universal Education Council 
RN# 3020 Ville Verte Casa Green Town 
Bouskoura, 27182 Morocco 
Phone:+212529039112 
Fax:+212529039114 
Website:  www.aac.ac.ma  

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to my first parent newsletter for 2017.  There are many changes 
happening at the Elementary School that I want to inform you about.  First, please 
help me welcome Patricia Martinez Orozco, the new AAC Director.  I hope you 
were able to attend the Parent Meeting she had on Thursday, January 26th in the 
Theater where she presented her Vision for our school. 

We have begun our second session of After School Activities every Wednesday 
from 3:30 – 4:15. Please make sure that you pick-up your child on time.  Any 
students not picked up by 4:30 will be taken to the office next to Admissions.  
There is a new policy in place for students not picked up on time.  I have attached 
the new policy to this newsletter.  A hard copy went home with your child earlier 
this week and I also sent it to you via our RenWeb e-mail.  This policy will go into 
effect on Monday, February 16th.  Dismissal at the Elementary School is at 3:15.  
Any student not picked up by 3:30 will be escorted to our After School Childcare 
room on the ground floor of the Elementary School.  Any student not picked up by 
4:00 p.m. will be escorted to the Reception area next to the Admissions Office 
where Ms. Rmili will supervise until the student is picked up.  Details of the 
additional fees charged are included in the communication I sent to all our ES 
parents and attached to this newsletter. 

I will be reviewing absences and tardies of all of the students at the ES and 
putting in place a sequence of letters letting parents know when the absences 
and/or tardies become excessive.  It is very important that students arrive at 
school by 8:00 a.m. and come every day.  Each time a student arrives late, it 
causes a disruption in the classroom and interrupts the teaching and learning in 
that room.  Our teachers work very hard to plan meaningful lessons for our 
students.  This is being done out of respect for the learning process and those who 
do come to school on time. Teachers put in a lot of time preparing meaningful 
lessons for our students. The responsible thing to do is for students to show up on 
time ready to learn.  

 

Home of the Pumas 

Upcoming Events 

February 14 

Spirit Day:  Pajama Day:  “Cuddle 
up with a Good Book” 

February 15 

100th Day of School  

February 16 

World Read Aloud Day 

February 18 

Olympics (Interschool Event) 

February 24 

School-wide Science Fair  

Early Release Time (Dismissal for 
students at 11:30) 

3rd Quarter Progress Reports 

February 27 

Winter Break – No School; 
Students return on March 3rd 

 

Uniforms 
Please make sure that your child 
wears the appropriate uniform to 
school every day. 



   

   
   

 

On February 14th, we will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with a door decorating contest at the ES.  The theme for the 
contest is, “AAC, A Caring Community of Learners.”  We will also have a Spirit Day on Valentine’s Day, Pajama Day.  
Students may wear pajamas to school and I hope they will bring a book with them to read in English, French or Arabic.  
It is still cold outside so please ensure that the pajamas and/or robes are warm and in good taste.  If students would like 
to distribute Valentine’s Day greetings to their classmates, please make sure that they have enough for each student in 
their class. 

On February 15th, several of the Early Childhood and primary classes will celebrate the 100th day of school.  As part of 
their daily Calendar activity, the students count how many days they have been in school, as well as the days of the 
week, months of the year, weather and other math and science concepts.  Ask your child to share the songs they sing 
every day to learn and remember these facts. 

On February 16th, the Elementary School will participate in World Read Aloud Day.  World Read Aloud Day motivates 
children, teens, and adults worldwide to celebrate the power of words and creates a community of readers taking action 
to show the world that the right to literacy belongs to all people. World Read Aloud Day is celebrated by millions of 
people in more than 100 countries.  Here are some statistics from LitWorld.org: 

• Reading aloud to children every day puts them almost a year ahead of children who do not receive daily read 
alouds regardless of parental income, education level or cultural background. (Melbourne Institute of Applied 
Economic and Social Research) 

• According to the latest report (2016), 758 million adults – two thirds of them women – lack basic reading and 
writing skills. (UNESCO)  

• Since 1985, the female adult literacy rate has risen 15%, which is about double the growth of the male literacy 
rate in the same time period. (UNESCO)  

• Young people in Africa and Asia are much more likely to be literate than 50 years ago. In Northern Africa, youth 
literacy rate (91%) is almost three times as high as the elderly literacy rate (32%). (UNESCO)  

• Even though the size of the global illiterate population is shrinking, the female proportion has remained virtually 
steady at 63 to 64%. (UNESCO) 

• Among the youth population, female literacy rates have been rising quickly. Nonetheless, three out of five youths 
lacking basic reading and writing skills are young women. (UNESCO) 

• If all children in low-income countries left school literate, 171 million people could move out of poverty. (World 
Literacy Foundation) 

• Poorly-literate individuals are less likely to participate in democratic processes and have fewer chances to fully 
exercise their civil rights (UNESCO) 

• A child born to a mother who can read is 50% more likely to survive past the age of five than a child born to an 
illiterate woman. (UNESCO) 

• A literate and educated girl is three times less likely to acquire AIDS, she will earn at least 25% more income, and 
she will produce a smaller, healthier family. (UNESCO) 

• Illiterate people earn 30-42% less than their literate counterparts. (World Literacy Foundation)  
 

UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

 

I hope you will take some time during the month of February to read a story or two aloud every day to your child.   

 

Educationally yours, 

Dr. Wanda McCullough 

ES Principal 


